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The ASEAN 

Women 

Entrepreneurs 

Network (AWEN)





The ASEAN Leaders 

adopted the Action 

Agenda on Women’s 

Economic 

Empowerment



In November 2019, PhilWEN, as the designated Project 

Lead of AWEN, signed a partnership agreement with 

Oxfam for a project to mainstream AAWEE in the 

ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)







While a number of 

ASEAN Member States 

have initiated efforts in the full 

implementation of the Action Agenda,

 there is more to be done. 



Women must not be 

left behind.

COVID-19 pandemic exposed vulnerabilities in the social, 

political, and economic systems, which amplified its impacts, 

particularly among women and girls.

Strategic interventions for women’s economic empowerment 

can be the next driver of the ASEAN’s post-pandemic recovery 

and, in order to translate into resilience, these interventions 

must be inclusive. 







THE POLICY 

BRIEFING PAPER

• Specific, concrete, and measurable actions and 

policy recommendations the AEC needs to take 

to mainstream women’s economic 

empowerment

• Also contains other recommendations to create 

an enabling environment for women-owned and 

led businesses to thrive in the region.



Gender disaggregation and intersectionality of data 

in the ASEAN Statistical Yearbook to provide in-

depth information on women’s economic 

participation and the challenges that confront 

certain groups of women. 

RECOMMENDATIONS















The Policy Paper entitled, “ASEAN Through a 

Gender Lens” – Recommendations for the Full 

Implementation of the Action Agenda on 

Mainstreaming Women’s Economic Empowerment 

in ASEAN was launched in April 2021. 



Executive Summary and Full Paper:

http://bit.ly/ASEANGenderLensPaper
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